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A dozen years ago, Nana Oforiatta Ayim
worked in the Africa department at the
British Museum. Since then, the Ghanaian art
historian, filmmaker, and writer has been
deconstructing the very idea of it—or rather,
the very colonial idea of a museum as a
monolithic institution that at once “elevates
the art object and distances you from it,”
she said, devoid of local context.

Oforiatta Ayim is behind Accra’s nonprofit
Ano Institute of Arts and Knowledge and its
Pan-African Cultural Encyclopedia, a digital
archive-in-progress of all things culture-
related across the continent’s 54 countries.
In 2016, with the architect DK Osseo-Asare,
she created a Mobile Museum to travel
around the country—not only exhibiting its
collections, but also inviting local
communities to contribute to them en route.

Now, the Mobile Museum is gearing up to
travel around Venice, Italy, where Oforiatta
Ayim returned to curate the Biennale’s Ghana
Pavilion for a second time, having launched
it with the architect David Adjaye in 2019 to
much acclaim. While the inaugural pavilion
situated Ghana’s present in relation to its
past, this year’s exhibition—“Black Star: The
Museum as Freedom,” with large-scale
installations by emerging artists Na
Chainkua Reindorf, Isaac Nana Akwasi Opoku
(a.k.a. Afroscope), and Diego Arauja
exploring new modes of expression—is more
focused on the future.

And, she said, “I think the future museum
encompasses way more than just art.”

Before leaving Accra for Italy, where she is
currently installing the final part of the
exhibition in Venice—which lost government
funding at the last minute due to Ghana’s
financial crisis—Oforiatta Ayim spoke with
Artnet News about her hustle to reimagine
museums with and for the communities they
serve.
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In Venice as well—we’ve connected with
people from the local community who are
looking at themes that reflect or resonate
with those of the Ghana pavilion, to do a
Mobile Museum outside of the biennale later
in the year.

We have what DK is now calling the fufuzela
—these bamboo structures. The name comes
from fufu, our national dish. So like music
and food, the idea of the structure is
something that everybody has access to—
because they’re open source; they're
modular; anyone can put them together.

We can add different exteriors, depending on
what we come across. It’s kind of a research
project, in that we’re learning so much as we
go along; we don’t have a fixed idea of what
we’re going to find. And | think, in a way,
that’s the beauty of it—we go and we
research and we find out what’s on the
ground, and then kind of create a structure
accordingly.

The arrogance of patriarchal models is that
they come in and they impose what they
think is right for us in terms of structure, but
I don’t even know what’s right for us. | may
know what’s right for me and my tiny little
community in Accra, which is quite a
cosmopolitan arts community, but that
might not be right for a community in
Tamale; it might not be right for a community
in Kumasi.

In a way, the Mobile Museum is as much a
research tool as it is an exhibition model. It’s
trying to be humble in its premises, and
hoping that within the journey, what we find
are things that we don’t even know yet, that
we can’t even imagine.
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| understand you’re working on a new
project outside of Accra, in the
countryside.

That’s kind of the future for Ano. We have a
bit of land up in the mountains, in Aburi, and
we’re creating a farm and school.

We'’ll still have Ano in Accra, but in Aburi
we’re creating this new kind of space,
looking at the next generation and the next
20 years of Ano. We’re creating a school
based off everything that we’ve gathered
over the last 20 years—the indigenous
knowledge systems, material that we’ve
gathered through the Pan-African Cultural
Encyclopedia.

And a farm is part of that, because for me
now, it’s not just about the arts or
education, but about the whole of it, the
ecology. So the idea is also that the kids and
residents who come through are growing
their own foods, creating, cooking, eating—
all of that will be part of this whole process
of the museum being /ife, from beginning to
end.

So that’s the next phase. We’re fundraising
for it right now.

What inspired this?

With the whole debate around restitution
that’s been happening, a group of us have
come together—Africans who are working
actively towards restitution—largely women,
interestingly enough.

At the beginning of this whole restitution
resurgence, there was so much required of
us. People would call us and be, like, “Can
we interview you about this?” “Can we talk
to you about this?” It was almost like this
exploitation economics, where we were
supposed to represent the African voice in a
sea of whiteness.
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Artists revealed for Ghana pavilion at 2022
Venice Biennale

ArtReview News 25 January 2022 artreview.com

Curated by Nana Oforiatta Ayim, Black Star: The Museum as Freedom features the
artists Na Chainkua Reindorf, Afroscope and Diego Arauja
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Financial Times (UK), Saturday, April 23, 2022, pages from 52 to 52 26/04/2022, 11:20

https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/odn/ftuk/printpages.as...22%2F04%2F23&from=52&to=52&ts=20220422203848&uq=20220221081046
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